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The Coalition News 

 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE RESPONSIBLE FIREARMS OWNERS COALITION                           FEB/MAR2000

A.T.T.s 
Important: Note This Revision To The Information Provided In The Last Newsletter 

The information on ATTs that was provided in the last newsletter has been modified.  B.C.'s  CFO has decided that an ATT for 
ones' owned firearms must be separate from borrowed firearms.  The CFO is requiring that registration numbers, serial 
numbers, and Owners Licence Number are provided on ATT applications for borrowed firearms.   Fruitful discussions are 
ongoing with our provincially appointed CFO regarding many other aspects of the ATT requirements.  The application form 
for an ATT is obtained by calling the Canadian Firearms Center at 1-800-731-4000.  The application form is then returned to 
Victoria by mail or faxed to 1-877-455-0045 for processing.  Allow three weeks to have your application processed.  NOTE.  
Short term ATTs (i.e. moving, to gunsmith) can be obtained by phone and will be faxed to you.  There is no fee for this service. 
The RFOCBC recommends the following procedure for those wishing to transport their OWNED restricted firearms or 
prohibited handguns to a range for target practice OR competition. 
 

SECTION A - PERSONAL INFORMATION Do NOT provide a workplace phone number.  A call to your workplace could 
compromise your privacy and security.   

 

SECTION B - FIREARM INFORMATION Write only the phrase "RESTRICTED FIREARMS AND PROHIBITED 
HANDGUNS FOR WHICH I AM THE REGISTERED OWNER".  This will 
allow you to transport newly acquired firearms to a range without the need to 
obtain an additional ATT. 

 

SECTION C - REASON FOR TRANSPORT Check Box "o".  Write the words "TO ALL APPROVED B.C. GUN CLUBS 
AND RANGES" in the space for Name of shooting club or range. 

 

SECTION D - DATES AND TIMES a) request for a three year period 
  b) Time - From 00:01 To 24:00   
  c) Frequency - check box marked "daily" 
 

SECTION E - TRANSPORTATION ROUTE "To destination".  Insert the words  "TO ALL APPROVED B.C. GUN CLUBS 
AND RANGES" 

 
Caution:  Well-intentioned rumours abound.  The new ATTs are very different from our old C-302s.  Those owners that 
have applied for and received an ATT listing only one or two guns must be very careful.  Firearms that are not listed on this 
type of ATT should not be transported.  We suggest that another ATT be obtained using the criteria outlined above.  This 
action will prevent confusion by law enforcement agencies.  Destroy your old ATT when the replacement is received. 
 

READ THE CONDITIONS ON YOUR ATT VERY CAREFULLY  
 
RFOC BC,   P.O. Box 93052, LANGLEY, B.C.    V3A 8H2                  Phone: 604-532-8048 
Web Site:  http://www.rfocbc.com         Email:  admin@rfocbc.com         Fax:     604-532-0380 
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FEDERAL LIBERALS IGNORED MARCH ’94 ADVICE F ROM OFFICIALS ON GUN 
REGISTRATION SCHEME 

"Their warnings have all come true. This document proves politics - not public safety - was the main motivation." 
Garry Breitkreuz, MP for Yorkton-Melville and Official Opposition Firearms Critic, flooded another compartment in Liberal 
government’s Titanic gun registry.  "I used to think the officials in the Department of Justice were to blame for gross fiscal 
mismanagement and bureaucratic bungling.  But now I read that in March of 1994, his(Rocks) own bureaucrats warned the 
Justice Minister in writing of all the problems he could expect if he proceeded with his ill-conceived gun control proposals," 
revealed Breitkreuz. 
A Ministerial "Briefing Note" dated March 4, 1994 obtained from the Department of Justice under the Access to Information 
Act reveals that officials gave Justice Minister Allan Rock the following sage advice: 
Advice to the Minister: "Costs to the federal and provincial governments would be substantial. Specific costs cannot be 
calculated."  Breitkreuz commented, "Documented costs of the gun registry now exceed $300 million - 3.5 times the original 
estimate of $85 million." 
Advice to the Minister: "While some costs could be recovered from firearm owners in the form of licencing fees, recovery of 
indirect costs, such as the time of police officers and support staff, telecommunications and data processing resources and 
similar expenses would be more problematic."  Breitkreuz commented, "In the first six months of operation the department 
collected only $2.9 million in user fees – about 1% of expenses."  
Advice to the Minister: "There will be strong opposition from firearm owners and interest groups, who fear universal 
registration is the first step towards confiscation or prohibition."  Breitkreuz commented, "The Minister’s 1994 gun control 
proposals created a "gun lobby" in Canada for the first time.  Firearm owners’ fears were proven correct when the Liberal 
government rammed Bill C-68 through Parliament banning 553,000 handguns that had been previously registered by 
responsible firearm owners."  
Advice to Minister: "Further changes may overwhelm police training and communications resources and provoke opposition 
among the rank-and-file."  Breitkreuz commented, "Every survey ever taken of front-line police officers shows the vast majority 
are opposed to universal gun registration."  
Advice to the Minister: "Changes of this nature involve major program and resource concerns for the RCMP and provincial 
agencies."  Breitkreuz commented, "In 1991/92, the RCMP employed approximately 30 staff and spent about $2.5 million on 
the handgun registration system. In 1999, the RCMP employed 391 and spent more than $22 million on the Liberal’s useless 
gun registry."  
Advice to Minister: "There are real questions about the extent to which these proposals would improve public safety and 
whether the high costs could be justified." Breitkreuz commented, "The logic of registering guns has been flawed from the 
beginning.  Placing a piece of paper beside a firearm will never stop a person from using it to commit a violent act and 
criminals will never register their guns, so what’s the point?"  
 
Bear Watch is no more . They have packed it in.  News of the closure was apparently mailed to all members of Bear 
Watch.  The official letter states, “Unfortunately due to lack of resources, both human and financial, we can no longer continue 
operating.”  The shutdown was written up in the latest issue of “The Outdoor Edge” magazine which is mailed to all members 
of the B.C. Wildlife Federation (www.bcwf.bc.ca).  There are no details other than the reason quoted.  No other sources could 
provide confirmation.  The announcement did not appear on the Bear Watch web site (www.bearwatch.org) before the site 
disappeared. 
 
Supreme Court Delay 
The Appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada is now scheduled for February 21-22.  A decision is not expected until the fall. 
 
We again stress that you obtain a copy of the Firearms Act and the Firearms Act Regulations (as well as any other damn thing 
they may have) by calling the Canadian Firearms Center at 1-800-731-4000. You will be mailed these documents at no charge. 
 
Reliable rumour has it that the CFC has already spent their $60 million budget for 2000 and has asked the Treasury 
Board for an additional $40 million to continue operations for the remainder of the year...and the Board said NO!  To add 
frosting to the cake, the Liberals have demanded a performance of one million NEW registrations by the end of fiscal 2000 or 
they will pull the plug on the registration program. 
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Acronyms and Apologies 
 

A few members have complained about our use of acronyms without a full description following the usage.  We do apologize 
and can relate to your frustration when you do not know who or what we are talking about.  Here is a short list of our most 
common jargon. 
F.A.C. Firearms Acquisition Certificate - Required to purchase a firearm. No longer available but still valid until its 

expiry date.  
P.A.L. Possession and Acquisition Licence - Replacement for the old FAC.  This licence or a valid FAC is required to 

purchase any firearm. 
P.L. Possession Licence - Will be required to possess any firearm after December 31st, 2000 (current schedule) if one 

does not possess a valid FAC or PAL. 
A.T.T. Authorization To Transport - New document to replace the old "carry permit" or C-302.  Needed to transport 

restricted or prohibited firearms. 
C.F.C. Canadian Firearms Center - Giant federal government bureaucracy set up to administer the Firearms Act. 
C. (P) F.O. Chief (Provincial) Firearms Officer - Provincial employee, nominal head of firearms administration in the province 
A.F.O. Area Firearms Officer - Field staff for the CFO. 
H.A.C.S. Historical Arms Collectors Society - A club for some really strange fellows. 
B.C.W.F. British Columbia Wildlife Federation - B.C.'s largest hunting, fishing and conservation organization. 
O.H.A.  Ontario Handgun Association 
R.F.O.A. Responsible Firearms Owners of Alberta 
N.F.A.  National Firearms Association - A national pro firearms organization 
L.U.F.A. Law-abiding Unregistered Firearms Association 
N.R.A.  National Rifle Association - The worlds largest pro gun organization, based in the United States. 
C.I.L.A. Canadian Institute of Legislative Action  - A national pro firearms lobby organization, whose members and board 

of directors are provincial organizations such as RFOCBC, HACS, RFOA, OHA, etc. 
C.O.R.F.O.S.  Coalition Of Responsible Firearms Owners and Sportsmen. A group made up of eight pro firearms 

organizations.  Formed to act as an intervener in the Supreme Court Challenge. 
J.E.R.K.S. A more common name for our federal government. 
 
McLellan admits gun registry facing bottleneck : Appeals to gun owners to meet 2001 deadline. 

The following (abridged) article by Norm Ovenden appeared in the Edmonton Journal of February 10, 2000 
 

The federal government will take special measures in hopes of persuading hundreds of thousands of reluctant gun owners to 
comply with Canada’s unpopular new firearms rules.  Justice Minister Anne McLellan conceded Wednesday a giant bottleneck 
looms in the mandatory licensing and registration system unless owners can be convinced to obey the law, which now faces two 
constitutional challenges. McLellan ruled out extending the Jan. 1, 2001, deadline for an estimated three million gun owners to 
buy possession licences. 
Since the national system was started in December, 1998, only 106,000 licences have been issued. Another 400,000 owners 
had previously been licensed for possession of restricted weapons. Anticipating the licensing of the remaining 2.5 million 
owners in less than 11 months will be a problem, she said the program will become a priority for the next several months. 
“We realize, clearly, there’s a challenge there,” the minister said in an interview. “We are going to start a number of measures 
to reach out to gun owners to make sure they know they should be getting a licence.” She didn’t provide details.  The 
government has previously mounted several advertising campaigns to alert owners of their legal obligations.  McLellan’s task 
is complicated by the Feb. 21 start of a Supreme Court challenge to the 1995 law and a rumble of discontent against the 
legislation within the Liberal caucus. 
“I predict it’s going to be a bureaucratic nightmare before it’s all over,” said Liberal MP Benoit Serre, a backbencher from 
northern Ontario.  “Already the system is not working. Just imagine when millions of people do it in the last few weeks of the 
year.”  Rose-Marie Ur hopes to see the registry scrapped. The MP from southwestern Ontario said the law is a political 
liability for rural Liberals and the only solution is to go “back to the drawing board.”  Ur and Serre were among nine Liberals 
to break party ranks to vote against the law in June 1995. “There are times we goof up. To take the high road and admit 
something isn’t working is so much better than trying to push it through....,” Ur said. 
The system has been described by outside auditors as an inefficient mess, which has difficulty handling the small volume of 
applications. Police groups have asked the auditor general to investigate a huge escalation in costs. 
 



The Coalition News Feb/Mar2000    Page - 4 

Upcoming Shows and Events 
   
 

FRASER VALLEY BOAT 
& SPORTSMENS SHOW 

 
MARCH 3 - 4 - 5, 2000 

 
TRADEX CENTER 

ABBOTSFORD AIRPORT 
ABBOTSFORD, BC 

 
Friday  12:00 - 09:30 
Saturday 10:00 - 09:30 
Sunday  10:00 - 05:00 

17th ANNUAL KAMLOOPS 
GUN & ANTIQUE SHOW 

 
MARCH 25 - 26, 2000 

 
EXHIBITION ASSOC. ARENA 

479 CHILCOTIN STREET 
KAMLOOPS, BC 

 
Saturday 10:00 - 06:00 
Sunday  09:00 - 03:00 

 

HISTORICAL ARMS 
COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
28th ANNUAL GUN SHOW 

APRIL 15 - 16, 2000 
 
COQUITLAM SPORTS ANNEX 

633 POIRIER STREET 
COQUITLAM, BC 

 
Saturday 09:00 - 05:00 
Sunday  09:00 - 03:00 

 
 

Support Those Who Support You 
 

RFOC BUSINESS ALLIANCE MEMBERS 
We wish to thank the following companies for their generous and loyal support  

 
Caldwell Industries Co. Ltd. - North Vancouver   Coldstream Truck Parts Ltd. - Vernon  

 C. Brown Transport & Leasing Ltd. - Langley   Fyfe Fire Sprinklers - Victoria   
 Fyfe’s Well Drilling Ltd. - Qualicum    Grand Forks Glass Ltd. - Grand Forks  
 Hunters Sporting Goods - Surrey     Martlen Enterprises Ltd. - Surrey   
 Northwest Guides & Outfitters - Smithers    Redl Sports Distributors - Burnaby   
 South Coast Signs Ltd. - Surrey     Specialty Guns Ltd. - Victoria   

  PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
 

FOR THOSE LAPSED MEMBERS  THAT RECEIVED A RED INSERT FORM: 
This is your FINAL NOTICE.  Renew now to continue receiving information on firearms issues. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
RESPONSIBLE FIREARMS OWNERS COALITION OF BC 

 

  Member No.     Date          
 

  Name             $15  One Year Membership   q    q Cheque 
  

  Address            $25  One Year Silver Membership  q    q Visa 
 

  City     Province       $50  One Year Gold Membership  q    q Master 
              Card 
  Postal Code   Telephone    And/or Donation $    
   

  Age  Occupation      Total Enclosed  $    
 

  New  Renewal    Change of Address    Credit Card#      
 

Make Cheque Payable & Mail To: Exp.Date        

  

   RFOC BC   PO Box 93052                 q   Yes I would like to be an RFOC Volunteer  

  LANGLEY, BC V3A 8H2 Telephone:  (604) 532-8048 Fax (604) 532-0380       BC Societies #S-32155        NL 02/00 


